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MARTINEAU’S INFLUENCE ON 


HUNGARIAN UNITARIANISM 


Seedsower, was established in 1863. In the second volume 
there was an article by Professor D. Simén—the first of the 


of Martineau’s, “Sin, what it is, what i 
Joseph Ferencz, later Bishop, but at 


In 
tarian Theological College of Kolozsvaér held a Memorial 
Meeting. Bishop Joseph 
recalled his memories 
the first 
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the teaching staff. We mention only two, Professor Steven 
Gyérfy and Bishop Dr. A. Varga, whose father was a personal 
pupil of Martineau. Nearly all Martineau’s books are highly 
treasured in the Unitarian libraries of Kolozsva4r and Budapest. 
Bishop Varga’s lectures in Unitarian dogmatics have been 
published in 1947 under the title Faith and Knowledge. They 
are deeply influenced by the great spirit of Martineau whom 
he quoted in his work several times. 

_. Martineau is dead since 50 years, but Hungarian Uni- 


MAN AND POWER 
By John Rowland 


PROBABLY many readers who do not normally read the 
learned works of philosophers will be acquainted with the 
writings of Bertrand Russell. That gentleman is so brilliant 
as a writer, and so clear as a thinker, that his books can be 
enjoyed almost with the ease with which one enjoys a well- 
written novel. Unpopular Essays (Allen and Unwin, 8s. 6d.), 
is no exception to rule; it also exhibits the serious flaw in 
Bertrand Russell’s outlook—a and a lack of ia- 
tion of the warmer, more emotional sides of life. There is 
also a complete failure to get an understanding of the religious 
attitude of mind. Yet Russell at the same time is stimulating 
and provocative, which is more than can be said of many 
writers of our day. Who but Bertrand Russell could have 
written this? It comes from an essay entitled “Philosophy 
and Politics”:— 

“We have been plunging into a renewed age of faith. Unfor- 
tunately the atomic bomb is a swifter exterminator than the stake, 


and cannot safely be allowed so long a run. We must h that a 
more rational outlook can be made to prevail, for only ugh a 
revival of Liberal tentativeness and tolerance can our world survive.” 


That is, I think, as wise a comment on the situation of 
our generation as has come from any of the older Rationalists 
and Agnostics; but, as with so many writers of Bertrand 
Russell’s particular school of thought, there is no recognition 
that anything like a change of heart, of a spiritual revival, is 


necessary before the present dilemma of man can be overcome. 


True, when discussing the great advance of scientific technique 
in our time, Russell says that something is needed in the 
world of to-day, something more than mere improved 
technique, something which he calls “wisdom”. A reviewer 
who has not Bertrand Russell’s command of knowledge, nor 
his brilliance of interpretation, may, however, with all 
humility, suggest that “faith” as well as “wisdom” (I do not 
attempt to define either term at present) may have some con- 
tribution to make in the matter. 

Power politics seems to be envisaged by Bertrand 
Russell as the means by which the horror of further world 
wars may be avoided. Indeed, in an essay entitled “The 
Future of Mankind”, he sets out explicitly what he considers 
to be a way of avoiding the destruction of civilisation which 
would follow atomic wars. His recipe is something like the 
United Nations, but backed by overwhelming military 
strength, so that recalcitrant nations might be compelled to 

If they refused—well, so much the worse for them. 
Russell appears to envisage, with more or less equanimity, 
the threat of atomic war, to be used against those nations 
which stood outside such international organisations as should 
be established in the future. 

Those who have what they regard as a rational theological 
background will be forced to disagree with the great man on 


Christianity he says, concerning the parable of the Good 


Samaritan: “If you wish to understand this parable as it was 
understood by his (Jesus’s) hearers, you should substitute 
‘German’ or ‘Japanese’ for ‘Samaritan’.” If we substitute 
“Russian” or if the Russians could be brought to substitute 
“Western Democrat” for “Samaritan” in the story there might 
be more hope for the world. 

But the fact that the Brotherhood of Man presents the 
only real hope for the future of humanity is what chiefly 
emerges from Russell’s extremely brilliant essays. He would 
base this, in the way approved by the Gladstonian Liberals, 
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on the general rationality of man’s intellect. Some of us, 
though we may regret the fact, are compelled to admit that 
Gladstonian Liberalism, with all its assumptions, is, if not 
dead, at any rate moribund. And if we cannot establish a 
general belief in the Brotherhood of Man on grounds largely 
political, there is only one other way in which it can be 
established—by firmly placing in men’s minds and hearts a 
belief in the Fatherhood of God. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


Letters should be addressed to the Editor, “The Inquirer’, 
14 Gordon Square, London, W.C.1. They should not in general 
exceed three to four hundred words in length. 


KOREA: IS IT CHRISTIAN? 


Sm,—tI have followed your editorial response to friend Viney’s 
letter and notice that you have not in any way dealt with my 
own point that it is impossible to oh Korean ~ ew 
positively to Christ or to any pri final “goodness” 
world that may be preferred. 

May I y suggest that the whole of your argumentation 
so far is upon political expediency and not on any discernible 


absolutes. It would appear that you make the survival or tion 
pe the Western democratic or Angl ife” i 


plainly 
that rule not only in Soviet Russia but in all Western i 
“democratic” capitalist or semi-Socialist states. 
It has long been a sound criticism of Communists everywhere 
that they accept the necessity of the preservation of Soviet 
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worship at Guildford. stations I was joined 
by an Anglican Bishop. He explained that he had been ing a 
Service in a local church for a friend who was ill and who 


The Bishop stood up to leave the train. “My son”, he said, 
“however much theologians divide us there is a unity in prayer that 
none can break. I’m sure Mr. Schroeder would agree about this”. 


Sirn,—My attention has been drawn to the statement in the 
Non-Subscribing Presbyterian which you have reproduced. In the 
final paragraph the Editor says:— 
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A POINT OF VIEW FROM NORTHERN IRELAND 
THE FOLLOWING extract is taken from the editorial of the current 


object of our churches is to spread Unitarianism. The has been 
put before the horse. We in Ireland owe much to Unitarians and 
their and most of us are, personally, Unitarians but by no 
means all. And we are Unitarians only within the Christian tra 
ie., in so far as we believe that the thought of the Unitarians is 
the life and teaching of 
ghostly theiem of 


= 
ven 
mal 
hly suddenly called on him knowing he was in the vicinity. 
est. He asked where I had been, and when I told him enquired if Mr. 
een Schroeder was known to me. The Bishop said he had very deep 
hey regard for his ministry and paid tribute to him in language similar 
om to that used by the writer of THe INguimeR obituary. 
The Bishop said he felt it a pity such men as Schroeder and 
other Unitarian leaders had had to serve their ministries outside 
Jni- the Church of England. His feeling was that to-day the mass of 
ne opinion among worshippers in all churches was marked by a greater 
desire for unity than ever before. 
I remarked upon the theological position as reflected by the 
the not as name, nor he mine, DUL Il Was an un 
the ee pleasing experience and certainly a tribute to one of our ministers 
ant from an unexpected source.—Y ours, Arthur Peacock. 
be London. 
a) A CHARGE TO BE SUBSTANTIATED 
cia- 
is religious OF Spiri Princip iS it mo relerence to any 
ous absolute or principle of a supra-political order. But religion the uate So 
that has in it no “absolute” is not Christianity, and a social or thas 
Ins litical philosophy of expediency has been one major factor in y 
any Ghat hee thie “long persist. in suggesting as so many have done of recent years that 
ave a world War. is not a Christian our fellowship does not lie 
phy But this is not all. A religious and social pew from which 
the absolute has dropped out unawares, inevitably discovers udo- This is a most serious charge and it should be substantiated with 
a list of those who have made such a statement and the occasions. 
on. [ am unaware that any such point of view has been expressed by any 
ate large number of Unitarians in this country in recent years.—Yours, 
of 3 very understandable but, again i tible with Christ regarded London. John Kielty. 
ve.” 
‘ precisely same on opposite ence suggest Those difficulty in obtaining copies of the paper should commumicate 
tion that your general line of thought (im: this matter) is compatible with, | dkect wits the pultuamen. 
l, is the Bhagavad Gita, with the politics of liberal capitalism, with the Address: 14 Gordon Square, London, W.C.1. 
me degenerate Socialism of the British Labour Government, with the TEL: BUS. 7554. Editorial: BUS. 2912 
amoralism of Communist philoso but not, everlastingly not. 
que with Christ or. the Christian I write thus of fundamentals 
the because I believe that without a radical change at this deep level NEWS REVIEW 
ved it is little use advocating drastically different policies for the trans- . 
formation of the international situation. They will not be adopted. 
n. 
Non-Subscribing Presbyterian :— 
_ Sm.—iIt seems to me that the quite logical argument of your “We do feel, however, that there hes been too Mitle disettion 
Editorial of December 30, 1950, is confounded by the pan pesearee. and sound guidance from the central organisation of our churches. 
You say, in effect, that it is. worth a war with the Communist It has been assumed in London that our Church is nothing ay 
ife 1s short o ordinary man standing theolc and doctrine must be labelled ‘Unitarian’ that the 
that behind the “Iron Curtain” a man cannot do so. In the las: 
- paragraph you express the hope—‘“a real hope”—that the men behind 
the curtain will in spite of the régime stretch out their hands in 
behind curtain calling himself a man. 
“What is man (on both sides of the curtain) that Thou art 
mindf:i of him?” That question still requires a great deal more 
i = study, both scientific and spiritual, than it receives. A little more 
honest doubt about ourselves and our institutions would not be 
amiss.—Y ours, Fred K. Nicholls. abstract theology. 
_ Bedford. “Therefore the literature of the General Assembly of Unitasinns 
and Free Christians is practically useless to us we 
[The issue is quite simple. Se ee ee ee preach Unitarianism, we endeavour to preach Jesus Christ and his 
surety absolute enough for Mr. Entwistle. mast be Gospel. Give us literature which is something more than Unitariaa 
opposed ‘by force (or law backed by fores) or by paesive resistance. Pp for we are not concerned with “Unitarian” Churches bet 
We happen to believe that passive resistance is helpless against peogngnans, Sane sep | 
ruthless might and in terms of human suffering mort terrible than “We badl need literature which will deal objectively with the 
force. There are certain values in the democratic way of life We  -obiems of religion and life, not to make Unitarians but to make 
regard worth defending against might, one of them is freedom. That Christians. Give us the old ‘way-side pulpit’ again free 
from bias and we ahall be giad to use i present om: 
using current stereotypes about it, such as Anglo-Saxon. : > 
Mr. Nicholls, it seems to us, engages in a number of inversions. ofente 00 BY Sen will look unto the rock whence 
We said in effect that war is not worth anything, but if forced upon Pp TP Roy yy were diagged 
us something must be done about it. More particularly, we said, in they were hewn, bat Gey 
a isti does not 
to Shore—On New Year's Eve the 
trust to influence it.—Ep.] and teachers fo pags ton creed bail end 
of the usual Service at 6.30 p.m. 
Brea Davison. The were tramed 
_ Sm,—1 was interested to read the tribufe in your column to y called “Bread” tke Sunday School Superintendent, who 
— the late Rev. W. L. Schroeder for an unusual reason. Miss Norma Sy 
A few weeks ago I was returning to London after conducting took part in second play. 
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JAMES MARTINEAU 
Selections 
By Atrrep Hatt, M.A., D.D. 
7s. 6d., by post 7s. 10d. 


ALBERT SCHWEITZER 
a biography 
By Macnus C. RATTER 


Ss. 6d., by post Ss. 10d. 

LIFE IN PALESTINE WHEN JESUS LIVED 
By J. Carpenter, D.Litt., D.D., D.THEOL. 
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(map and illustrations for above, also issued 
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THE 
National Union of Unitarian and Free Christian Lay Preachers 
PRELIMINARY ANNOUNCEMENT 


Tooseomex, 
Tongear, Ch, Monspeliber 30, Rev. . 


HIBBERT JOURNAL 
A Quarterly Review of 
Religion, Theology and Philosophy 


One of the finest forums for intellectual debate in the world, 
this is an essential periodical for all concerned with 
fundamental truths 
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